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beautiful  through a growing

academic community focused
on Christ .  

VISION:

Geneva Classical Academy is
an educational community that

exists to assist famil ies in
fulf i l l ing their Bibl ical  obl igation

to educate their  chi ldren by
providing Christ ian and

classical education that equips
them to l ive purposeful ly in the

service of God and man.
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nyone with discernment with regard to current
events    recognizes    that   the   cultural   cold 

CHRISTIANS AS SOJOURNERS

By Richard Cal i ,  Headmaster

Beloved ,  I  urge  you ,  a s  fore igner s  and  ex i l e s ,  to
abs ta in  f rom the  de s i r e s  o f  the  f l e sh ,  which  war
aga ins t  your  sou l s .  Conduct  yourse lve s  wi th  such
honor  among  the  Gent i l e s  that ,  though  they
s lander  you  as  ev i ldoer s ,  they  may see  your  good
deeds  and  g lor i fy  God on  the  day  He  v i s i t s  us .
I  Pe ter  2 : 1 1 - 1 2

A

05

war that has been fomenting over the last 50 years
in America has heated up significantly in the last 5
years. Things began ramping up in 2015 with the
Obergefell Supreme Court decision. The clash
became pronounced in 2020 with polarization over
the COVID-19 pandemic and boiled over with
social and civil unrest sparked by the George Floyd
riots. The divisions over the presidential election
came to head with the US Capital building being
stormed. Regardless of who did this or how violent
it became, seizing a nation’s capital has historically
been considered an act of war. The cultural conflict
is no longer cold.

Social media is full of the lament of people who
long for the “good ol’ days” before the violence
started. They imagine some “golden age” from days
gone by when kids played safely outside till dark,
girls were girls and boys were boys, and Democrats
and Republicans could reach across the aisle to find
some common ground. These things are no longer
the case, if they ever were. Some Christians believe
the solution is to go back, take back “our schools,”
and stand for the national anthem. Their
patriotism and their Christianity are blended to
nearly  being   one   in   the  same  thing.  The 
 term  "Christian  nationalism"  has   been   used  
 to
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descr ibe  this  syncret izat ion of  the  Christ ian
and American patr iot ic  identit ies .

The rea l i ty  i s  that  Christ ianity  i s  separate
from our  Americanism.  There  are  no good old
days ;  s in  has  a lways  been with  us .  Publ ic
schools  never  were  “our”  schools .  Writer ,
author ,  and speaker  Rosar ia  Butterf ie ld  sa id
at  this  summer ’ s  2021  ACCS conference ,
“Government  schools  are  l ike  Frankenste in ’ s
Monster  and have  a lways  been so . ”  She
asserted that  publ ic  schools  have  a lways
undermined the  government  of  the  family ,
fac i l i tat ing  the  nat ion ’ s  s l ide  to  our  current
predicament .  We gave  over  our  chi ldren when
it  seemed safe  to  do so ,  but  the  monster  has
turned on us .

One thing i s  certa in ,  host i l i ty  toward
Christ ianity  i s  mounting .  Our moral i ty  i s
v iewed as  homophobic ,  sexist ,  misogynist ic ,
and even racist .  American Christ ians  seem
shocked that  the  culture  and i t s  va lues  are
antithet ica l  to  ours ,  when in  fact  i t  should
come as  no surprise .  Jesus  admonishes
bel ievers  that  we should not  be  surprised
when the  world  hates  us  because  i t  hated him
first  ( John 15 : 18) .

Redef ining marriage  was  a  huge  v ictory  for
the  dominant  ideology ,  against  what  we
bel ieve  the  Bible  teaches  and against  f ive  to
s ix  thousand years  of  human history .  The
American cultural  revolut ion i s  wel l  under
way :  destabi l izat ion,  disorder ,  down i s  up,  up
is  down,  language  i s  meaningless ,  men are
women,  and women are  men.  

Christ ians  in  America  ought  to  start  thinking
of  ourse lves  as  so journers  in  a  fore ign land.
We are  more  l ike  the  I srae l i tes  capt ive  in
Babylon than we are  I srae l  in  the  Promised
Land.  What  does  i t  mean to  be  so journers?
How does  this  shi f t  in  thinking af fect  how we
l ive  our  l ives  as  be l ievers ,  as  be l ievers  who
happen to  l ive  in  America?

The reality is that
Christianity is separate
from our Americanism.

Some Christ ians  wi l l  be  l ike  Danie l  and
Shadrach,  Meshack,  and Abednego in
Babylon.  They wi l l  lead,  be  v i l i f ied ,  and even
be persecuted,  but  the  majority  of  the
“regular  fo lk”  wi l l  be  l ike  those  to  whom the
prophet  Jeremiah spoke in  Jeremiah 29  when
he sa id ,  

This  i s  what  the  Lord Almighty ,  the
God of  I srae l ,  says  to  a l l  those  I
carr ied into  exi le  f rom Jerusa lem to
Babylon:  ‘Bui ld  houses  and sett le
down;  plant  gardens  and eat  what  they
produce .  Marry  and have  sons  and
daughters ;  f ind wives  for  your  sons
and give  your  daughters  in  marriage ,
so  that  they  too may have  sons  and
daughters .  Increase  in  number  there ;
do not  decrease .   Also ,  seek the  peace
and prosperity  of  the  c i ty  to  which I
have  carr ied you into  exi le .  Pray  to  the
Lord for  i t ,  because  i f  i t  prospers ,  you
too wi l l  prosper . ’  Yes ,  this  i s  what  the
Lord Almighty ,  the  God of  I srae l ,  says :
‘Do not  let  the  prophets  and div iners
among you deceive  you .  Do not  l i s ten
to the  dreams you encourage  them to
have .   They are  prophesying l ies  to  you
in my name.  I  have  not  sent  them, ’
declares  the  Lord .
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Notice  i t  i s  the  Sovereign Lord who carr ied
Israe l  into  exi le .  While  He may have  used
Nebuchadnezzar ,  the  Lord takes  the  credit  for
moving them.  He wanted them in  that  fore ign
country  to  accomplish  His  purposes .  Most
important ly ,  God ’s  marching orders  to  His
people  are  to  do things  that  are  very  ordinary
and humble .  Bel ievers  do not  have  to  storm
the capita l  of  our  nat ion .  We do not  have  to
publ ic ly  denounce a  magistrate .  
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We don ’t  even have  to  have  a  large  publ ic
plat form where  we preach and evangel ize .  We
sett le  down,  work,  marry ,  have  chi ldren,  and
train  our  chi ldren up in  the  nurture  and
admonit ion of  the  Lord,  and most  of  a l l ,  we
pray .  This  i s  a  very  “grass  roots”  ca l l ing  which
God can use  for  change .

This  i s  where  the  c lass ica l  Christ ian
movement  and Geneva  Class ica l  Academy
come in .  Those  who do not  see  chi ldren as  a
bless ing  do not  see  them as  God sees  them.
We see  chi ldren as  a  b less ing  and hope for  the
future .  We partner  with  parents  to  tra in  up
their  chi ldren in  the  nurture  and admonit ion
of  the  Lord .  Parents  are  g iven the
responsibi l i ty  to  educate  their  chi ldren in  the
fa ith  of  both the  Old and New Testaments .  

Parents  were  instructed in  Deuteronomy 6 :7
when i t  says ,  “And these  words  that  I
command you today shal l  be  on your  heart .
You shal l  teach them di l igent ly  to  your
chi ldren and shal l  ta lk  of  them when you s i t
in  your  house ,  and when you walk  by  the  way,
and when you l ie  down,  and when you r i se
up. ”  Ephes ians  6 :4  speci f ies  a  Christ ian
educat ion for  chi ldren of  Christ ian parents
when Paul  writes ,  “Fathers ,  do not  provoke
your  chi ldren to  anger ,  but  br ing them up in
the  disc ipl ine  and instruct ion of  the  Lord . ”
This  means  that  parents  are  to  g ive  their  k ids
a  Christ ian educat ion;  i t ’ s  a  command.  I t
doesn ’ t  say  exact ly  how to  do i t ;  i t  says  do i t .
Wisdom must  be  exercised here .  

Al l  chi ldren should be  g iven a  f i rm
foundation in  the  fa i th  through Bible
instruct ion,  catechism,  and a  general
educat ion that  re inforces  knowledge  of
general  reve lat ion ( the  “Three  R ’s ” ) .  Further ,
s tudents  tra ined in  the  l ibera l  arts  tradit ion
wil l  be  equipped to  lead .  The l ibera l  arts  wi l l
he lp  them understand worldly  phi losophies
and the  Christ ian history  found in  Western
Civi l izat ion   so    that    they     may   lead   in   
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confronting them.  The point  i s  that  a
Christ ian educat ion for  chi ldren of  Christ ian
parents  may be  even more  cr i t ica l  whi le
“sojourning in  Babylon. ”  Those  who abdicate
their  chi ldren ’ s  educat ion to  the  pr iests  of
secular  humanism in  the  state  schools  may be
disobedient  i f  the  fore ign ideology i s  taking
root .

We can teach our  chi ldren to  address  the
current  phi losophies  and strongholds  of  the
world  that  set  themselves  up against  the  Lord :
secular  humanism,  egal i tar ianism,  moral
re lat iv i sm,  individual i sm,  existent ia l i sm,  and
emotional i sm,  and to  do so  with  gent leness
and respect .  We can demonstrate  a  del iberate
fa i th  grounded in  eternal  truth with
outworking in  love  of  God and neighbor .  And
more than that ,  we can demonstrate  beauti ful
l ives  l ived for  the  g lory  of  God.

We can hope and pray  that  one day ,  God
would ra ise  up bel ievers  to  be  leaders ,  l ike
the  satrap Danie l ,  who wi l l  work and lead in
a  way that  benef i ts  a l l .  The majority  of  us
wi l l  l ive  ordinary  l ives  in  a  fore ign land,  but
we do so  to  the  g lory  of  God.  “Whether  you
eat  or  dr ink,  whatever  you do,  do i t  to  the
glory  of  God. ”  ( I  Corinthians  10 :31 )  God uses
these  kinds  of  humble  ef forts .

As  so journers ,  every  Christ ian in  America  can
act  as  ambassadors  to  represent  our  Savior
here  on American turf .  Phi l ippians  3 :20
informs Christ ians ,  “our  c i t izenship i s  in
heaven.  And we eager ly  await  a  Savior  from
there ,  the  Lord Jesus  Christ . ”  Our f i rst
loyalty  i s  to  the  Lord,  but  as  such we are
God’s  ambassadors  on earth  when we engage
with the  surrounding culture .   
This  i s  the  promise :  “Conduct  yourse lve s  wi th
such  honor  among  the  Gent i l e s  that…they  may
see  your  good  deeds  and  g lor i fy  God…”  We can
be more  than mere  exi les  or  so journers ;  let  us
be  ambassadors  for  Christ .   
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I In the year 2000, Sean and Dawn Fielder
joined the Geneva family, enrolling their
oldest child, Jonathan, into first grade.
Over the past twenty-one years, three of 
 their four children;   Jonathan   (class   of  
 2012),  Joseph (class of 2015), and Rebecca
(class of 2017), have graduated from
Geneva. This year, a new chapter in their
legacy unfolds as their youngest, Savannah,
graduates in May.
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In addition to their children's impact on
the Geneva student body, Dawn has
blessed our school with her gift of teaching.
In 2006, she began as a kindergarten aide
and now faithfully serves as one of
Geneva's K-4 teachers and the elementary
visual arts teacher.

The Fielders heard about Geneva from a
close friend whose children attended a
classical school in Orlando. Even though
they were living in Sebring at the time,
Dawn made the 50 mile drive into Polk
County to bring Jonathan to school every
day. Eventually, they moved to Bartow so
they could be closer to Geneva. This move
opened the door for their involvement at
our school where the Fielders made a
plethora of memories. 

07
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Joseph's fondest memories at Geneva were
going to the plays, especially at The Orlando
Shakespeare Theatre.

After graduation, he attended massage
therapy school and he is thankful for his time
spent studying Latin as it equipped him with
the knowledge to understand medical
terminology. Much like his older brother,
Joseph is also thankful for the discussion
based style of teaching at Geneva, as it
cultivated an ability to communicate and
argue effectively.

Rebecca recounts playing sports at Geneva as
some of her greatest memories. She loved
being a part of a team where she could grow
alongside her teammates, both in character
and skill.

Rebecca, or, "Coach Becca," has since
continued her athletic journey at Geneva
leading our Junior Varsity girls volleyball
team through an undefeated season and
victory at the championship in the 2021-2022
school year.

She also added that the eleventh grade Song
of the South field trip to Alabama and the
trip to Washington D.C. in ninth grade hold
great memories for her. Rebecca is thankful
for her time at Geneva as it equipped her with
the tools necessary to defend her faith. 

Savanah echos her family's fondness for
Geneva field trips. She remembers them as a
time where students were able to build great
relationships with peers and teachers.

Building upon her mother's love for Geneva's
special days, she recalls them from a student's
perspective, remembering leading and
encouraging the younger student body.

In addition to the special memories made at
Geneva, the Fielder children were also
provided with the unique opportunity to
build memories in their community. When
they were young, Sean started the local
ministry, Faith Xtreme. 

For the past decade, Geneva students have
been blessed with the unique opportunity to
learn from Mr. Fielder and his Faith Xtreme
ministry:

Much like Seans heart for ministry has
had a special impact on Geneva, the
tried and tested classical education
model has had an impact on his
ministry. The lessons taught to the
elementary students at Faith Xtreme
rely heavily on memorization,
particularly of scripture. Once the kids
reach middle school, they are 
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were the field trips. It was on these
trips that he was able to spend real
quality time with students, their
parents, and the teachers. This
provided him with the opportunity to
form personal relationships. Sean so
rarely missed a Geneva outing that he
was given the nickname, “Mr.
Fieldtrip.”

Dawn's fondest memories at Geneva
are the special days, such as Reading
Fun Day and Roman Day. "It has
always been a joy," she said, "to watch
the older students interact with and
lead the younger ones." In addition to
the fun on campus, she also fondly
recalls the “sweet memories she will
forever treasure” such as the class trips
to Charleston and Alabama. 

Jonathan recounts that some of his
best memories were Narnia week when
he was in grammar school. "The
building was decorated," he recalls, 
 "and Mr. Marshall came in dressed as
Aslan and read to us." He also fondly
remembers Mrs. Clendinen’s
Government and Economics class his
senior year.

He credits Geneva’s teachers like Mr.
Marshall and Mrs. Clendinen with
encouraging him to write well, think
critically, and articulate arguments.
Each of these life skills coincide with
his current love for learning, which he
believes was ignited by the teachers at
Geneva, who "truly care about the
material that they were teaching."
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Geneva has provided me many
opportunities to speak to the
students about the ministry. I
have always found the teachers
and students alike to be
attentive and inquisitive during
these sessions. It was my real
honor to teach a class called
practical ministries, in which we
not only covered some of the
basics of reaching at-risk kids
but got to involve some of the
students in ministering to
residents of nursing homes.

Sean believes
that God does
not call the
equipped, but
rather equips
the called.

ean’s fondest memories of his
children’s younger days  at  Geneva S
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Each of the Fielder children grew up
serving in the ministry alongside their
parents. They seized the opportunity to
form familial bonds with the children at
The Refuge, thereby providing the sense
of family that many of them were
lacking.

Some of the students that the Fielder
family has impacted for eternity are
Yvena 22, Rashidi 21, Kristi 20, Jerrid 19,
and Berline 17. These young adults have
been in the Faith Xtreme program most
of their lives and now have committed 
 themselves     to    full      time   
 ministry, 
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Sean believes that God does not call the
equipped, but rather equips the called.
Much of what he has learned about the
Faith Xtreme ministry was revealed to
him along the way. Though it is a time
consuming ministry, Sean has made a
commitment to spend quality time with
his own family first, ensuring that their
needs are not neglected. He credits his
wife with being integral to helping him
establish this balance. 

spreading the truth of The Gospel
throughout Lakeland and Winter Haven,
and reaching children who are in similar
situations they were in. God is using the
experienced hardships in their own lives to
change the lives of others. 

The impact this special family has had on
Geneva and our larger community over the
last    21    years    is    immeasurable.   From
serving   on   our   board   of    directors    to

teaching and leading students, to
encouraging the study of God's Word
and the Christian faith together, they
have made a profound impact on the
school. We are eternally grateful for this
family and their investment in Geneva. "
Let us not become weary in doing good,
for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up." Galatians
6:9

encouraged to ask questions and unearth
the roots of their faith. As they turn the
corner into high school, they become
leaders to the younger students and assist
in every aspect of the ministry.
At its heart, the goal of Faith Xtreme is
to be an advocate for children who live
in at-risk communities. Through service
and evangelism, they help these children
realize God’s presence, power, and
purpose in their lives. Once they gain a
relationship with Him, they are then
given opportunities to serve Jesus by
serving others.
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ood Evening and thank you for joining us to
celebrate Geneva Classical Academy’s  Class of 2021. 

Mr. Jake Smith is a prime example of this. For those who
do not know, I was the lone student who took Calculus
with Mr. Smith this year. While we did plenty of Calculus,
we also had numerous conversations, ranging from “Why
is your sister so easily annoyed?” to “Which college would
lead you to appreciate best the glory of God?”
Multidimensional relationships like these have been ever
present during our education and are so meaningful in the
early years of our lives. I would like to thank all of our
teachers for their dedication, compassion, and ability to
teach in such an amazing manner. 

COMMENCEMENT
CLASS OF 2021
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COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
By Stratton Young

G
Before I address my class, I would like to reach out my
sincere hand of gratitude to all our teachers who have
gotten us to where we are today and helped us mature.
Each one of you has been a meaningful blessing.
Something Jack specifically pointed out that he loves
about Geneva is its care for the students, and I totally
agree. Our teachers have always been supportive, always
been willing to talk, and never been unwilling to help.
This has shown itself both as it relates to our academic as
well as our spiritual journeys.
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Along with our teachers, I would
also like to thank all the parents of
the seniors for everything you have
done for our class over the years. I
would specifically like to thank my
parents for always being there to
help. Mom, thanks for being
willing to make a bloodbath of my
final drafts. 

Though they gave me much
anxiety, it looks like they helped
me pull through to where I am
today. Your dedication has been
evident in all facets of my life, and I
thank you. Dad, even though you
weren’t always the person to help
on assignments, you sure supported
me along the way.

I remember when you helped me
finish a last minute, night-before
science fair project. I needed a
participant, and you called your
friend and the Strawbridge’s uncle,
Timo. The study was on changes in
heart rate after drinking
caffeinated soda. I remember that
later, when Mrs. Savant critiqued
my project, she asked about a
variable that I had not taken into
account. “It seems this participant’s
heart rate was much different,” she
said, “but could that be because of a
variable other than age, like
perhaps was this person larger than
average?” I think I basically said,
“yeah, he was a little bigger I guess.”
For those of you who know Mr.
Timo, you understand what a
predicament I was in!

Looking back over this past decade
or so is surreal. I remember the
pain of those science fair projects,
the late-night grab for one more
page of information, and the
extended history readings, courtesy
of Mr. Michael Strawbridge.

11
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It is quite incredible what we have all
accomplished. I also remember all the fun
we had in between our scrambles to
complete assignments. Jack constantly did
the tango with Mrs. Beatty, Barrett and I
were involved in an accidental fire alarm
pull, and someone may have teared up
watching the Muppet’s Christmas Carol
during Mr. Rick Strawbridge’s class in
middle school. Whether in these past
years you focused more on school (like 
 Noelle) or more on just having a good ol’
time (Barrett), I know all of you have
worked very hard just to sit up here today,
prepared to be declared graduates of the
Class of 2021, and I congratulate you. 

What is also significant and unique about
this past decade is that we have been
together through it all. In fact, some of you
have been here at Geneva since K-4. Most
students switch schools and friend groups
multiple times throughout their primary and
secondary education, but at Geneva we have
been blessed to be one big family that has
gone through it all together, which I know
makes it all the more difficult to leave. I feel
like everyone in this high school is my friend,
and I will miss each of you. 

Those of you in high school, please continue
to lead the younger students well. Not only
will you help those around you become
better, but you will strengthen your own
character as well. Rising Seniors, I would
specifically like to thank you for being such
supportive friends to my classmates and
myself. You all have made my time at Geneva
so enjoyable. Though school does get easier
next year (I promise!), continue to learn and
work hard. Strive to be a better you, both as
an academic and as a person. Don’t let the
senioritis bug get to you. This year does
matter. Even if it will not affect your chances
of getting into that elite  college,  as  the  few 
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years before might, it will affect your
character. Continue to grow your work
ethic. Also, Ian and Sophia, I hope your
Investment Club endeavors result in
high attendance and return on
investment. If you ever need me, I’m a
call away, but I am sure you will be just
fine. Lastly, I would like to thank the
homeschoolers who made up about
seven eighths of our sports teams. Its
been fun playing with you all, and I
thank those of you who came tonight to
support us on this special day. 

Now, I would like to address my fellow
seniors. We have been through so much
together. Every one of you has
significantly influenced my life and the
lives of those around you in positive
ways at this critical stage in our growth,
and I thank you. Jack, when I joined in
third grade, I distinctly remember how
you really reached out to me and
welcomed me to the class. Mr. Rick
Strawbridge also noted that you helped
him and other fellow Geneva teachers
and students out “infinity” times over
your career here. Thank you for setting
that example.
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oelle,   thank   you  for  your  example
 of      dedication      and      undivided 

Lance, thanks for always being
someone I could hang with. I still
haven’t visited Hardee County! We
need to get on that! Mr. Strawbridge’s
favorite memory of you and your
sister was when you were new, and
you wrote four pages rather than four
lines. You must have really been
worried about the Geneva workload
when your topic explanation was
longer than a typical paper! Kelsey,
thanks for all the gum you have
handed out over the years. Our class
has probably consumed thousands of
pieces of gum all thanks to your
generous support! 

Daniella, thanks for always being fun
and sassy, which has made class much
more enjoyable.  Perhaps your sassiest
comment was made quite early on in
your Geneva career  when  you 
 boldly declared to Mr. Smith  that 
 he

N

Diversity in thought leads
to fruitful discussions.

perseverance. I can’t say I have conformed
to that standard yet, but I’m working on it!
I will never forget the time you asked Mr.
Fullgraf in a shocked voice, “Wait, you
thought he was actually smart?" referring to
me after Mr. Fullgraf was impressed with
an answer that actually wasn’t my own.

Andrew, thank you for your diverse
perspectives that cut against the grain.
Diversity in thought leads to fruitful
discussions. Your contributions have
helped me and hopefully others think more
deeply about our beliefs. 

Laurel, thank you for all your spunk. I hope
you and Grace will never lose the hive
mind you have recently developed, though I
hope you will figure out how to
communicate in some other way than high-
pitched squealing. Grace, thank you for
your abundant supply of essential oils that
helped my classmates and me make it
through the day, at least supposedly.
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“needed a wife.” Well, it looks like he
finally listened. And finally, Barrett. 
 Though I’m not going to share the story
now, when I asked Barrett for his favorite
memory, he said it was a series of events
that happened during a single, painful-in-
more-ways-than-you-can-possibly-
imagine cross country practice, none of
which involved actual running. You can
ask him about that later; his mom
preferred I spare the details. 

Class, your unique abilities, quirks, and
passions will be greatly missed. I
encourage you to be eager about the
future, because so much ahead of us is
really exciting. Make new friends, seek
new perspectives and greater
understanding, and expand your horizon.
College will be a great opportunity not
only to share your own beliefs, but also to
hear those of the world around you.
Surround yourself with people that will
continue to help you grow in truth,
goodness, and beauty. People that will
make you more humble, compassionate,
and strong. Don’t get caught up in the
temptation to fit in  at  all  costs,  because

you may easily become who you do not
want to be. Feel free to stand out and be
salt in the world!

Also, lets prepare for spiritual battle in
college. I’ve recently begun reading a book
by a man named Michael Kruger called
“Surviving Religion 101.” I highly
recommend it. In his introduction, he
writes, “belief in Christianity is not just
intellectually defensible but also
intellectually satisfying at the deepest of
levels.” I would like to thank Geneva for
clearly communicating this to my
classmates and me and thus preparing us
for the good fight. Whether our faith has
been strengthened through a math class, a
history class, a literature class, or an
apologetics class, I hope we have all
learned to greater appreciate the intricacy
of creation and its Creator. Above all, I
hope we will stand up for our faith and
tell every soul the reason for the hope that
is in us as we learned to do in Apologetics,
whether that is through intellectual
persuasion or simply by loving our
neighbors well. 

As a small Christian college in
Birmingham, Alabama, once said: “Its
about you, but its about much more than
you.” I believe you all should be rightfully
celebrated. You have done so much. But
while you celebrate your
accomplishments, remember Philippians
4:13: “I can do all this through Him who
gives me strength.” God has given us so
much, and He intends that we use these
talents to further the Kingdom. Lets go
out and be doers, but doers for more than
ourselves.

If God so blesses, lets make loads of
money!, lets marry a great spouse!, lets
raise beautiful families!, but lets do it for
more than ourselves. Life will disappoint
you if you live for nothing but your own
gratification. Though there will be
struggles, even as Christians, we must
endure, as many of the people of God have
done since the beginning of time. May we
be people of endurance, running the race
to the finish. 

Romans 8 contains some of my
favorite verses. It says, “For the
creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him who
subjected it in hope; because the
creation itself also will be delivered
from the bondage of corruption into
the glorious liberty of the children of
God.” What great hope we have!
Seniors – lets go out into the world
with a joyful heart! Lets do God’s
will. Though this world is certainly
broken, lets do everything in longing
for the future that is to be revealed.
 
Of course we will go through many
difficulties and even failures. But, as
Theodore Roosevelt once said: “It is
not the critic who counts; not the
man who points out how the strong
man stumbles, or where the doer of
deeds could have done them better.
The credit belongs to the man who is
actually in the arena, whose face is
marred by dust and sweat and blood;
who strives valiantly; who errs, who
comes  short  again  and  again, 
 because 
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there is no effort without error and
shortcoming; but who does actually strive
to do the deeds; who knows great
enthusiasms, the great devotions; who
spends himself in a worthy cause; who at
the best knows in the end the triumph of
high achievement, and who at the worst, if
he fails, at least fails while daring greatly, so
that his place shall never be with those cold
and timid souls who neither know victory
nor defeat.” Seniors, may we go out into the
world boldly and fail greatly, knowing our
failures do not define us; rather, let us
remember it is God’s love instead that
defines us. Lets go out and serve to His
glory! Thank you!
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Senior Trip, Class of 2021

Anchorage, Alaska
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The players: Bethany Ostrom, Sarah
Beth Miller, Bailey Carroll, Elsa
Harmon, Chloe Suits, Alainah
Alford, Sophie Dalen, Marley Weeks,
and Lauren Grady

Congratulations to our Junior
Varsity girls volleyball team! Led by
their coach, Rebecca Fielder, the
girls completed their season
undefeated in their league and went
on to win first place at the Central
Florida Athletic Conference
volleyball tournament. 

2021-2022 GIRLS JUNIOR VARSITY VOLLEYBALL TEAM

1219
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GENEVA TENNIS

The Geneva Classical Academy boys and girls tennis teams
had a strong season in 2021. The boys team finished with a
7-1 record, winning matches against Bartow High School,
Lakeland Christian School, Santa Fe Catholic High School,
Seffner Christian, Auburndale High School, and McKeel. 

The boys team advanced to their first Polk County High
School Tennis Tournament. The team placed second
overall with several players advancing to the semi-finals
and finals. Tanner and Wiley Simpson won the #1 doubles
final, defeating the #1 seeded Lakeland High School team,
and Wiley Simpson won the #2 singles final. 

They then advanced to the East Vs. West County
tournament where Tanner and Wiley defeated Winter
Haven High School to capture the #1 doubles title for Polk
County. Wiley won against All Saints Academy's #2,
claiming the #2 singles title. Both boys received the First
Team designation for the Lakeland Ledger's 2021 All-
County Boys Tennis Team. 

The Girl's team had a strong County showing as well with
every player advancing at least one round at the West Polk
County Tournament, Emma Young reaching the #4 semi
final. Emma Young, Kate Lindsey and Danielle Knowlton
received an Honorable Mention for the Ledger's 2021 All-
County Girls Tennis Team. The girls final record for the
season was 4-3, completing the season with victories against
Bartow High School, Kathleen High School, Mulberry
High School, and Santa Fe Catholic High School. 

20
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Geneva Classical Academy's high school boys cross country
team completed their season with their fourth straight
victory at the Central Florida Athletic Conference
Championships. Additionally,  they finished fourth at the
Polk County Championships, second at the George
Whitmire Classic and Thunder Twilight meets, and first at
the Frostproof Invitational. 

The middle school boys completed the Polk County
Championship placing fourth and the middle school girls
placed 5th. 

Nathan Yates, nominated for The Lakeland Ledger's
"Tremendous Ten," brought home the victory for Geneva
at five out of the seven races he ran this year, placing top
five in the other two. His wins included titles at the George
Whitmire Classic, George Jenkins Invitational, Thunder
Twilight, Central Florida Athletic Conference
Championship, and the Polk County Championship. He
completed the season claiming the title for fastest distance
runner in the county and set a school record for
completing a 5k in sixteen minutes and twenty seconds. 

Liam Holzer, a runner for Geneva's middle school boys
team, finished 5th at the Polk County Championships.
Hope Hallock finished 6th for the middle school girls team
and set a school record, completing the 3k in fourteen
minutes and twenty-nine seconds.  

Cross Country

21

Nathan Yates running the third mile on his way to winning the
George Whitmire Invitational. 

Photo by: Roy Fuoco, The Ledger
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By Wiley Simpson

Student Art Feature
22

Fine Arts Festival!

Please join us as our Fine Arts Department showcases a
collection of talent presented by Geneva's theater,

vocal, and visual arts departments! 

1736 New Jersey Road, Lakeland, FL, 33803

Thursday, December 2nd

6:30 PM

By Jackson Smith

Work inspired by paintings of cherubs in Victorian
era Christmas cards. 
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State of the school
23

A Look at Our Enrollment:
2016-2017

2017-2018

2018-2019

2019-2020

2020-2021

2021-2022

$1,800,000
2020-21 ended with balanced operating
budget, cash in reserves, escrow with the
city for the turn lane, and designated
funds for the Field House. We are in a
strong position for us starting our third
year on this campus.

2021-22 projects a balanced budget again,
even though fundraising is still necessary.
We already received a scholarship grant of
$150K from the George Jenkins
Foundation! We have the largest student
enrollment, the largest faculty, and the
largest budget we've ever had.
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